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Background  
 
The MV Rachel Corrie is a 43 year old general cargo ship. The ship is 69 meter in length and has a maximum cargo 
carrying capacity of 1,200 tonnes. The ship is owned and operated by The Free Gaza Movement. The vessel was   
originally called “ Carsten ” ,  it has also carried the names “ Norasia Attika ” , “ Manya ”  and “ Linda ” . Prior to its 
acquisition by The Free Gaza Movement the last owner of the Cambodian registered vessel was Forestry Shipping in 
Riga, Latvia, which went out of business In July 2009. At that time the vessel and its crew were abandoned by the   
then owners at Dundalk Port, Ireland. The ship was seized by the Irish High Court on behalf of the ITF ( I nternational 
Transport Federation ) , and subsequently sold at auction in Dundalk on 30th  March 2010, for €70,000 to The Free 
Gaza Movement.  
 

The Naming of the Ship  
 

The ship was renamed the MV Rachel Corrie, in honour of the late Rachel Aliene Corrie ( A pril 10, 1979 – March 16, 
2003 )  an American college student and member of the International Solidarity Movement ( ISM ) . She was crushed 
to death in the Gaza Strip by an Israel Armed Forces ( I AF )  bulldozer when she was kneeling in front of a local         
Palestinian's home, acting as a human shield, attempting to prevent IAF forces from demolishing the home. 

Rachel Aliene Corrie  ( April 10, 1979 – March 16, 2003 )   

The naming of the MV Rachel Corrie  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Solidarity_Movement�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaza_Strip�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel_Defence_Forces�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palestinian_people�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_shield�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_demolition_in_the_Israeli%E2%80%93Palestinian_conflict�
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The Purpose  
 
The vessel was launched on 14 May 2010 from Dundalk with the full title MV Rachel Corrie. It ’ s intention was to     
participate in the “ Gaza Freedom Flotilla “ a n international effort to break the illegal Israeli imposed siege of the Gaza 
strip. The vessel was carrying approximately 700 tonnes of humanitarian aid, mainly reconstruction aid ( cement) ,  
medical and educational aid destined for the besieged population of Gaza. 

 

Departure  
 
Prior to the departure of the MV Rachel Corrie from Ireland her cargo - humanitarian aid - was checked by                
Governmental officials and a representative of the International Transport Federation: 
1. Customs and Excise. 
2. Ken Fleming, international transport federation. 
3. Senator Mark Deery, foreign affairs spokesperson Green Party. 
 
On May 14th 2010 the MV Rachel Corrie left the port of Dundalk, Ireland and travelled to Greenore Port, Ireland for     
repairs to it ’ s propeller. On May 18th, the boat left Ireland departing from Greenore Port and heading for the island of 
Malta.  
 

Voyage   
 
On 29th May 2010 the MV Rachel Corrie arrived at Malta to pick up passengers and also to take on supplies of water 
and food. The boat departed from Malta within 24 hours. The boat was approximately 5-6 hours out of port ( Malta)
when we were contacted via satellite phone by media to ask for comments regarding the attack on the Mavi Marmara. 
After being informed by media of the Massacre as well as the boarding of all the other boats in the Freedom Flotilla, a  
 

The empty cargo hold of the MV Rachel Corrie was eventually filled with 700 tonnes of aid destined for Gaza 
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meeting was called among all pssangers and crew and a press release issued stating our condemnation of Israelis 
unjustified violence, the killings and injuries on board the Mavi Marmara and the other boats of the flotilla, we also    
affirmed our intention to continue to Gaza, lowered our flags to half mast and continued towards Gaza. As the boat   
proceeded towards its destination media interviews were a constant feature of every day. During this time the          
international community alongside Irish and Malaysian governments called for the safe passage of the MV Rachel    
Corrie to Gaza, the last remaining part of the freedom flotilla. 
 

Between Monday May 31st and June 5th the RC continued on course. All of us on board were greatly distressed both by 
the news of the attack on the Mavi Marmara and subsequently when we received reports of the lies, propaganda and    
misinformation which was circulated regarding the MV Rachel Corrie during this period. The facts are as follows: 
1. The MV Rachel Corrie had absolutely no contact with Israel before Saturday 5th June.  
2. There was never any diversion from our original course to Gaza. 
3. There was never any distinction made between us and any other ship in the flotilla. 
 

Hijack and Kidnap 
 

In the early hours of Saturday 5th June while in international waters approximately 65 to 70 nautical miles from the Gaza 
coast the Rachel Corrie was shadowed by at least 2 Israeli warships. We immediately informed, The Irish Palestinian 
Solidarity Campaign, The Free Gaza Movement and Perdana Global Peace Organisation and press releases issued 
immediately. At day break these warships came closer and were joined by other vessels. The shadowing of the Rachel 
Corrie continued with extra Israeli boats surrounding. By 6.30am in the morning there were 4 Israeli vessels in visual 
range. By this time both our satellite navigation equipment and our 2 satellite phones had there signals electronically 
jammed by the Israeli navy, endangering the safety of the boat, it ’ s passangers and crew and leaving us with no    
contact beyond localised radio communication with the Israeli navy who were jamming the sattlite equipment. For the 
first time, the  Israel navy radioed the Rachel Corrie and spoke to Derek Graham.  
 
The first requests from Israeli Navy were for: 
1. our international maritime number 

View from the Rachel Corrie showing one of the Israeli warships shadowing the aid ship  
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2. our call sign 
3. our port of registry 
4. our home port 
5. our port of destination 
 

We were then asked to change our channel from channel 16 ( international channel )  to channel 11; we refused and 
stayed on channel 16. 
 

We were told we were denied permission to enter the port of Gaza as it was a closed Israeli military zone and to turn 
around, again we refused.  
 

The Israeli navy continued to speak to Derek Graham, their offers, ( all of which were not acceptable to us, as our mis-
sion was to break the siege on Gaza as well as to deliver humanitarian aid to Gaza, via the port of Gaza)  were: 
1. Change our course to Ashdod,  
2. Divert to Ashdod, and after inspection by Israel, aid considered by Israel to be humanitarian, would be delivered to 
Gaza by land 
3. Aid to be delivered by land from Ashdod with Derek Graham Accompanying aid into Gaza 
 

Continuously, we were told we were refused entry to Gaza as this was a closed Israeli military zone and we would not 
be given permission by Israel to enter.  
 

At no stage did the Israeli navy use the official name on our ship, MV Rachel Corrie and continued, although corrected 
each time, to call us by the ship ’ s former name, MV Linda a practice that breaches international maritime law.  
 

Although, we were in international waters and had stopped our engines and therefore were staging a peaceful protest 
at sea, we were informed we were to be boarded. All passengers and crew, apart from Derek Graham, who was to stay 
alone in the wheel house, were to stay in mid ships, between the cargo hatches.  
 

Derek Graham continued to convey via radio on international channel 16 that: 
1. we were still in international waters 
2. we had not violated any international maritime laws 
3. we had not entered any restricted military zones 
4. our engines were turned off 
 

We were staging a peaceful protest at sea and were of no danger to Israel. For 40 minutes there was no contact from 
the Israeli navy. The warships and armed patrol boats stayed on either side of the MV Rachel Corrie and then 6       
zodiacs, with armed commandos on board came speedily towards the MV Rachel Corrie.  

The MV Rachel Corrie called for a United Nations or similar body to inspect Ship and Cargo for the 4th time, but this 
offer was not accepted.  
 

Irish Government negotiated a deal with Israel that allowed the aid on board to be transferred to trucks in Ashdod and 
allowed into Gaza after inspection and accompanied by Irish citizens. The MV Rachel Corrie did not agree or accept 
this deal and this was accepted by the Irish government who respected our decision.  
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Derek Graham …….In Wheel House 
 

6 Israeli armed commandos entered the wheel house. Derek Graham was alone in the wheel house. Just before they 
entered, Derek had set off the alarms on the VHF radio, the e-perb and the BSS radio so as to release and verify our   
co-ordinates at the time of boarding.  He was standing with his hands against the window of the wheel house when they    
entered. He was ordered to stop the alarms although the commandos did not notice the alarm raised on the e-perb. His 
hands were cable tied behind his back and he was ordered to the aft of the ship where he was left, hands tied, on his 
knees and facing the side of the ship. After approx 45 mins he was taken in to the mess area of the boat and ordered to 
sit with the non working crew.  

 

10 Passengers and 8 crew in Mid Ships.  
 

30 -35 armed commandos approached mid ships. All their faces were covered; each one had several weapons with 
one weapon per soldier pointed at us. Captain and chief engineer were taken to the wheel house. The rest of            
passengers and crew were individually searched, all our personal belongings ( our luggage was in accommodation 
area of ship )  were searched and all electrical items and all paper work confiscated. Our passports were all held and 
we were ordered to sit between the hatches.  

“ T he warships and armed patrol boats stayed on either side of the MV Rachel Corrie as 6 zodiacs, with armed         
commandos on board came speedily towards the MV Rachel Corrie ” . Images above taken from video footage         

smuggled from the MV Rachel Corrie. 

Above left: Derek Graham in the Wheel House. Above right: Passengers and crew in deck of  Mid Ship. 
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It was pointed out to the commandos that all the security tags were still in tact on the hatches. Jenny Graham was 
taken, with 3 armed commandos in to the accommodation section of the ship to point out and describe the purpose of 
each room and storage area of the ship and also to open 3 locked cabins. The 10 passengers were then taken to the 
captain ’ s quarters for the journey to Ashdod. Jenny Graham asked to speak to her husband, Derek Graham, as  had 
not been seen or heard from him in several hours. After being denied the right to see or speak to him, she was finally 
allowed to stand at the top of the stairs and Derek Graham was allowed to stand at bottom of stairs, she was ordered 
not to speak to him but managed to ask of his well being in Greek before being ushered back to respective rooms.  
 
In Ashdod, the MV Rachel Corrie was moored behind the Mavi Marmara. Each member of the passengers and crew of 
the MV Rachel Corrie were taken individually off the ship, photographed, searched and luggage searched. Jenny Gra-
ham was strip searched at Ashdod Port, despite the presence of a screen Jenny was left in partial view of others on the 
dock as she was forced to strip. All were then taken by bus to a processing centre where they were photographed 
again, finger printed and ordered to sign forms in Hebrew stating that they had entered Israel illegally, they refused sign 
these documents. Each was taken separately to smaller rooms for interrogation by the IDF. During interrogation some 
passangers noticed that the briefing document being used by the interrogators contained photographs which had been 
taken while the passangers were in Ireland. From there all were taken to Ben Gurion detention centre where they were 
finally allowed contact with our consulates and then taken to their cells.  
 

Testimonies  
 

Jenny Graham ( 1 of 3 Irish female citizens)  
 
As male and female were all separated, Jenny Graham, Fiona Thompson and Mairead Maguire were all taken to one 
cell. A 4 bed cell with a toilet area. Mrs Maguire asked for her medication but did not receive such until asking for it 
again the following morning. We were allowed a consular visit the following day in which we agreed to and were given 
details of our repatriation back to Ireland by the Irish government once we were assured that all passengers and crew 
aboard apart from the Irish were already being repatriated. We were then taken back to our cells and at a later stage 
we were allowed a 10 minute break outside. At approx 8pm on Sunday night, we were taken to the airport where we 
were once again searched and luggage searched and processed for flights. We were taken to holding cells, of an even 
lower standard than before and detained there until 4am when we were collected along with Derek Graham and Denis 
Haliday, ( Irish citizens )  and brought back to the airport where we boarded a flight for Frankfurt and then a connecting 
flight to Ireland.  
 

 Matthias Chang ( 1 of 6 Malaysian citizen )  
 

1 )  While we were being processed, ( after thumb print and photos were taken )  I was brought to a cubicle as were all 
of us. I informed the Israeli officer, a female that I was an experienced lawyer of 34 years standing and would not      
answer any questions until and unless I had a lawyer well versed in Israeli laws and Consular representations from 
Ireland and or Thailand as my government had made such request, as we do not have any diplomatic relations. She did 
not ask any questions. 
  
2 )  Israeli officer showed me an English statement enumerating my rights, specifically my entitlement to legal              
representation. 
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3 )  After verifying my particulars, I returned to my seat outside the main hall where we were all gathered.  The whole 
process did not take more than 5 minutes at the most. 
 
4 )   When Halim was hauled up to be questioned, I was brought to his cubicle to be his interpreter. An Israeli officer, 
also female asked two questions - whether he knew that there was a blockade and whether he was heading to Gaza. 
To both questions, and after translating the same to Halim, I informed the Israeli officer that he would not answer unless 
in the presence of a lawyer and Consular representation. The said officer lost her temper shouted loudly for us to get 
out of her cubicle. She did not even verify Halim's details, as it was obvious she was already entering the data into the 
computer from the photocopy of the passport. The whole episode lasted no more than 2 minutes at the most. We then 
returned to the main hall. 
  
5 )   While still waiting at the main hall, three officers called out my name. I approached them. They showed me a piece 
of paper which each of the Malay members of our team were carrying, on which was written their names, the name of 
the Israeli lawyer and my name as "the interpreter." 
  
6 )  They asked me to confirm that I had written the information on the piece of paper and accused me of being the 
leader of the team and that as a result of my instructions there was no cooperation with the officers. I was therefore 
obstructing and interfering with an official criminal investigation. They then said that I would be charged immediately 
and be brought before a court the next day. But I would be taken to a prison immediately. They ushered me out of the 
hall. 
  
7 )  I was asked to take my small bag and accompany the three officers to a underground / basement car park. I was 
put into a sedan accompanied by the said officers. 
  
8 )   During the drive, I was told that I would be charged and others would be set free and that I had better cooperate as 
it would serve no purpose to be in an Israeli prison. I responded that I did not wish to come to Israel but was hijacked, 
and now since I am forced to stay in Israel, I shall try to enjoy its "hospitality." They were very annoyed. I insisted on 
seeing the Israeli lawyer, whose name was given to us by FGM in Cyprus by Greta and Audrey. 
  
9 )  They replied and mockingly asked how I could trust an Israeli lawyer. I replied that if the lawyers in Israel are pro-
fessional lawyers and trained properly as lawyers they would defend my human rights and fight against injustice as 
expected of any decent lawyer. However, if they were to betray that trust, then Israeli lawyers are mere goons and pup-
pets and this would expose Israel's boast that they have a fair system of justice. I told them I was prepared to find out 
about Israeli lawyers. I believe that they were cofounded by my answers. Whenever I meet an officer, I would greet 
them with "Shalom" and they would be quite confused by that gesture. maybe  they were expecting that I would be 
cursing them.   
  
10 )  While driving to the detention centre, they repeatedly told me that I would be incarcerated for a very long time. I 
just ignored them and was paying attention to all the road signages. By the signage ’ s I knew that I was being brought 
to a detention centre near the airport. 
  
11 )  I was the first to be brought to the detention centre as when I was asked for my particulars again, I enquired and 
was told that I was the first to be brought there. 
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12 )  I was then put into a small cell measuring maybe five feet by seven feet with a small basin and a open toilet. All 
these were squeezed into that small space. It has a small window that overlooked the small compound which leads to 
the main entrance of the detention centre where subsequent coaches carrying all of you were parked. I saw each of 
you entering the detention centre. 
  
13 )  I remained in solitary until I was brought out to meet the Thai Embassy officials and later the Irish Ambassador. 
  
14 )  After signing the deportation forms with the rest of the team ( i.e. Irish and Malaysian )  and having obtained an 
assurances from the Israelis that there will be no formal charges against all of us, I was sent back to the small cell 
alone while the rest was brought to two large cells, one having 14 bunks and another having six bunks. Derek and 
Shamsul stayed in the smaller cell while the rest were kept in the bigger cell. 
  
15 )  I do not know what time, but later officers came to my cell and told me that I would be transferred to join the rest of 
the team. I was then placed in the cell with Derek and Shamsul. 
  

Next morning we were told to board a coach and were taken to the check point at Allenby Bridge. We then crossed 
over to Jordan and drove on to Amman and that night itself ( at 2 am )  we boarded Air Jordan for a direct 
flight to KL. 

 

Left: the hijacking of the MV Rachel Corrie 
Above: Israeli armed forces in control of the 
Bridge on board the Rachel Corrie.  

Israeli Navy boarding Israeli Navy boarding 

the Rachel Corrie the Rachel Corrie   
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Derek Graham, ( 1 of 2 Irish male Citizens)  
 
I was last to be taken off the ship after having to show the commandos how to use the winches to open the cargo 
hatches, which were still sealed with security tags in place since Ireland. As with the others, I was searched at Ashdod, 
taken to a processing centre where I was finger printed, photographed and questioned again. We were all taken     
separately to a smaller room for interrogation by the IDF intelligence unit. A lot of questions posed to me involved a 
captain/crew meeting I had attended in Istanbul in turkey earlier in May 2010.  
 
I was asked if the “ Rachel Corrie “  was part of the freedom flotilla, what we had heard regarding the Mavi Marmara, 
had we seen any footage from Mavi Marmara, would there be other another flotilla and were we planning to continue 
running ships to Gaza? 
 
With regards to the meeting in Istanbul, they asked what building the meeting was held in, what were the names of the 
captains and crew of each of the other ships in the flotilla. I answered that I did not know any names and that I took no 
notice of what building I attended the meeting in. 
 
On arrival at Ben Gurion detention centre, we met with the Irish ambassador to Israel as well as our Irish consulate. 
They allowed those of us who wished to call home to do so. All of us were placed in to cells together apart from our 
Irish   female colleagues which included my wife.  
 
After the captain, crew and Malaysian colleagues were repatriated, the Irish all accepted repatriation from the Irish   
government.  
 
Detention in Ben Gurion was basic, food consisted of tap water and sandwiches and a cigarette break outside.  
 
At one stage, a sergeant from the IAF came to my cell window to do a radio interview, during the questions , an Israeli 
prison officer arrived and demanded the interview be stopped and the tape be handed over, although the IAF refused to 
hand over the tape.  
 

The MV Rachel Corrie being towed in to Ashdod Port Israel 
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Above: Nobel Peace Laureate, Mairead Corrigan Maguire surrounded by armed and masked Israeli operatives 
on the MV Rachel Corrie . 

Below: Jenny Graham leaving the MV Rachel Corrie  under the supervision of her Israeli captors.  
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Appendix  I: MV Rachel Corrie Passanger List  
 
Mairead Maguire, Nobel Peace Prize laureate, Ireland 
  
Denis Halliday, former UN Assistant Secretary General, Ireland 
 
Derek Graham, Free Gaza Ireland  
 
Jenny Graham, Free Gaza Ireland 
 
Fiona Thompson, film-maker, Ireland  
 
Mohd Jufri Bin Mohd Judin, journalist, Malaysia 
 
Ahmed Faizal bin Azumu, human rights worker, Malaysia  
 
Matthias Chang, attorney, author & human rights worker, Malaysia  
 
Shamsul Akmar Musa Kamal, PGPO representative, Malaysia  
 
Abdul Halim Bin Mohamed, journalist, Malaysia  
 
The Hon. Mohd Nizar Zakaria, Parit Member of Parliament, Malaysia 
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Appendix  II: Email Message Issued From The MV Rachel Corrie  
 
Subject: URGENT - WE NEED YOUR IMMEDIATE ATTENTION - MESSAGE FROM MV RACHEL CORRIE 
To: undisclosed-recipients 
 
URGENT - WE NEED YOUR IMMEDIATE ATTENTION 
 
MESSAGE FROM MV RACHEL CORRIE 
 
RACHEL CORRIE: MV Rachel Corrie is now the sole ship on the international freedom flotilla moving towards Gaza. 
 
The Malaysian and Irish peace and humanitarian activists aboard share their deepest grief and sense of lost with the 
loved ones of those killed and injured in the illegal action undertaken by Israel on Monday 31st May 2010 in the interna-
tional waters of the Mediterranean. 
 
In the names of our friends, we are more determined than ever to continue into Gaza with our humanitarian cargo and 
our support for the blockaded and suffering people of Gaza. 
 
We expect Israel to respond to the international condemnation of its violence by not impeding by any means the safe 
passage of the Rachel Corrie. 
 
We appeal to the international community and United Nations to continue to demand Israel our safe passage into Gaza. 
 

Jointly issued by Malaysians and Irish on board the Rachel Corrie. 
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Appendix  III: Cross Party Motion of Dáil Éireann ( The Irish Parliament )  

 
 
 
 
 
 
The following cross party motion of Dáil Éireann ( The Irish Parliament )  was passed on Tuesday, 1 June 2010 
 
That Dáil Éireann: 
Gravely concerned at the events which took place on 31 May 2010 following the storming in international waters of the 
Turkish vessel the Mavi Marmara by Israeli forces which resulted in at least nine deaths and a large number of injured: 
—deplores the loss of life which occurred when the Free Gaza flotilla was intercepted at sea by Israeli military forces on 
31 May; 
—expresses its condolences to the families of those who have been killed, and hopes for a speedy recovery by all 
those injured; 

—condemns the use of military force in this way as unacceptable and inconsistent with the requirements of international 
law; 

—calls for a full, independent and international inquiry into these events; 

—calls for the immediate and unconditional release of all the Irish citizens detained by Israel in this operation, and for 
immediate consular access to those in custody; 

—calls upon the Israeli authorities to allow the Irish-owned vessel the MV Rachel Corrie to continue unhindered its voy-
age to Gaza, and allow it to deliver its humanitarian cargo there; 

—notes the Government ’ s intention to take further diplomatic actions if such calls are ignored; and 

—supports the consistent demand of the Government for an end to the illegal Israeli blockade of Gaza, which has led 
directly to these tragic events. 

“ I  thank all the Opposition spokespersons for their co-operation and work on this agreed motion. The Government 
shares the widespread shock and horror at the outcome of the Israeli military storming of the Free Gaza movement 
flotilla yesterday, which has resulted in the death of a reported ten people and the injury of many more. I share the 
sense of outrage that what was intended as a humanitarian act — and was itself a response to unacceptable policies 
on the part of Israel — should have ended up this way ” . Minister for Foreign Affairs 

http://debates.oireachtas.ie/DDebate.aspx?F=DAL20100601.xml&Page=1&Ex=710#N710 
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Appendix  IV:  Cross Party Motion of the Northern Ireland Assembly 

 
 
 
 
 
Northern Ireland Legislative Assembly 
  
Safe Passage to Gaza for the MV Rachel Corrie 
  
 “ That this assembly, conscious of the presence of Nobel Laureate Mairead Corrigan Maguire on board the MV      
Rachel Corrie, calls on Israel to conform with International Human rights norms and joins with the British and Irish    
Governments in condemning the disproportionate actions by Israel earlier this week; recognises that every nation has 
the right to defend itself,  but that each nation also has a responsibility to respect and comply with international law; and 
further calls on  calls on Israel to ensure that humanitarian efforts in Gaza are facilitated; that an immediate end to the        
blockade is effected and that the MV Rachel Corrie is given safe passage to Gaza." 
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Appendix  V: Statment by Irish Foreign Affairs Minister 
 
Ireland's Minister for Foreign Affairs, Michael Martin, issued a statement on Friday on the failed agreement.  
   
"On Friday morning, an understanding was reached with the Israeli government whereby the Rachel Corrie would have 
approached the Israeli exclusion zone before accepting diversion to the Israeli port of Ashdod.   At Ashdod, the cargo 
would have been unloaded and inspected under the supervision of UN and officials from the Irish Aid Division of my 
Department.   
   
"The entire cargo, including what is understood to be 550 tonnes of cement, would then have been transported to 
Gaza.  Two persons from the Rachel Corrie would have been permitted to accompany the cargo to the Israeli border 
crossing into Gaza at Erez.  
   
"In my view, such an arrangement would have offered a useful precedent for future humanitarian shipments, pending 
the complete lifting of the blockade," he said.  
   
Minister Martin then said that those on board the MV Rachel Corrie, "after careful consideration," rejected the          
agreement, and emphasized that he "fully respects their right to do so and to continue their protest action by seeking to 
sail to Gaza."  
   
He also called on Israel to refrain from using force on the passengers of the Rachel Corrie ship.  
   
"If, as is their stated intention, the Israeli government intercepts the Rachel Corrie, the Government demands that it 
demonstrate every restraint.  Those on board the Rachel Corrie have made clear their peaceful intentions and have 
stated that they will offer no resistance to Israeli forces.  Based on these assurances, there can be no justification for 
the use of force against any person on board the Rachel Corrie."  
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Appendix  VI: Malaysian Parliament unanimously approve motion condemning Israel 

 KUALA LUMPUR: The Dewan Rakyat today unanimously approved a motion strongly condemning the Israeli military 
attack on Gaza-bound humanitarian aid ship Mavi Marmara on May 31, which resulted in the deaths of nine Turkish 
peace activists and the detention of, among others, 12 Malaysians. 

The motion, tabled by Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and seconded by Deputy Prime Minister Tan Sri Mu-
hyiddin Yassin, was approved after a debate of about five hours by Barisan Nasional ( B N )  backbencher, opposition 
and independent MPs.  
 
The unanimous approval of the motion was announced by Dewan Rakyat Deputy Speaker Datuk Ronald Kiandee. 

 
At that time, a majority of the MPs were in the house, except for those who had to be away on official duty, including 
Parit MP Mohd Nizar Zakaria who was on another aid ship, MV Rachel Corrie, seized by the Israeli naval forces yester-
day while heading for Gaza under the sponsorship of the Perdana Global Peace Organisation ( PGPO) .   

The Dewan Rakyat has 222 members, with 137 of them representing the ruling BN, 77 the opposition and eight inde-
pendents. The opposition MPs comprise 25 from Parti Keadilan Rakyat, 29 from the DAP and 23 from PAS.  
 
A total of 28 MPs, 12 of them from the BN, 14 from the opposition and two independents, spoke during the debate on 
the motion. - Bernama 

http://www.nst.com.my/nst/articles/UnanimousapprovalformotioncondemningIsraeliattack/Article/ 
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Appendix  VII: Statement by the Malaysian Minister of Foreign Affairs  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

STATEMENT BY YB DATO’ SRI ANIFAH AMAN,           
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF MALAYSIA, ON 
THE SEIZURE OF THE VESSEL RACHEL CORRIE BY 

THE ISRAELI DEFENSE FORCES ON 5 JUNE 2010 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE 
 
STATEMENT BY YB DATO’  SRI ANIFAH AMAN, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF MALAYSIA, ON THE SEI-
ZURE OF THE VESSEL RACHEL CORRIE BY THE ISRAELI DEFENCE FORCES ON 5 JUNE 2010 
Malaysia strongly demands Israel to ensure the safety of all the humanitarian activists onboard the cargo vessel MV 
Rachel Corrie that was seized by the Israeli Defence Force early morning of 5 June 2010. 
Malaysia also demands for Israel not to take any drastic and violent military action on the unarmed passengers of the 
Rachel Corrie. All the humanitarian activists on board the Rachel Corrie should be given the necessary assistance to 
ensure their safety. Malaysia also calls on Israel to ensure a safe passage for the vessel to Gaza to deliver the humani-
tarian cargo. In this regard, Malaysia urges the International Community to persuade Israel to allow the humanitarian 
vessel to reach Gaza safely. 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is closely monitoring the developments as there are six Malaysians on board the Rachel 
Corrie. 
Dato ’  Sri Anifah Aman 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Malaysia 
 
5 June 2010 
 
http://rachelcorriepgpo.wordpress.com/2010/06/06/statement-by-yb-dato%e2%80%99-sri-anifah-aman-minister-of-
foreign-affairs-of-malaysia-on-the-seizure-of-the-vessel-rachel-corrie-by-the-israeli-defense-forces-on-5-june-2010/ 

http://rachelcorriepgpo.wordpress.com/2010/06/06/statement-by-yb-dato%e2%80%99-sri-anifah-aman-minister-of-foreign-affairs-of-malaysia-on-the-seizure-of-the-vessel-rachel-corrie-by-the-israeli-defense-forces-on-5-june-2010/�
http://rachelcorriepgpo.wordpress.com/2010/06/06/statement-by-yb-dato%e2%80%99-sri-anifah-aman-minister-of-foreign-affairs-of-malaysia-on-the-seizure-of-the-vessel-rachel-corrie-by-the-israeli-defense-forces-on-5-june-2010/�
http://rachelcorriepgpo.wordpress.com/2010/06/06/statement-by-yb-dato%e2%80%99-sri-anifah-aman-minister-of-foreign-affairs-of-malaysia-on-the-seizure-of-the-vessel-rachel-corrie-by-the-israeli-defense-forces-on-5-june-2010/�
http://rachelcorriepgpo.wordpress.com/2010/06/06/statement-by-yb-dato%e2%80%99-sri-anifah-aman-minister-of-foreign-affairs-of-malaysia-on-the-seizure-of-the-vessel-rachel-corrie-by-the-israeli-defense-forces-on-5-june-2010/�
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Appendix  VIII: Statement by Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad  4th Prime Minister of Malaysia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. The Israelis claim that the activists on the M.V. Mavi Marmara had attacked their commandos with guns, iron rods, 
scissors and pointed sticks. 
 
2. The last time Free Gaza sent a small boat to take relief supplies to Gaza, Israeli commandos boarded it and towed it 
to Ashdod. 
 
3. The activists must know that the same thing might happen to them. But it is ridiculous to suggest that the civilian ac-
tivists planned to fight against the well-armed and well-trained Israelis. 
 
4. Claiming that the activists attacked the commandos first is equally ridiculous. The forces ranged against them were 
powerful and enormous, capable of sinking their boats. The Israelis have been known to ram supply boats with their 
armoured naval vessels. What is clear is that the Israeli's were the ones to attack first by dropping their commandos 
from the helicopter. 
 
5. The Israelis claim that the activists seized the pistols belonging to the commandos. Again this is ridiculous. These 
are trained soldiers, wearing protective armour and most certainly skilled in unarmed combat. It is most unlikely that 
raw activists can disarm and seize the guns of the black-suited commandos. 
 
6. In any case, shooting with live bullets against a group of civilians probably armed with wooden sticks is unjustified. 
The hazy pictures shown by the Israel propagandist of rods being used may not be iron rods at all. They could be 
wooden sticks as the pictures are dark silhouettes which cannot be identified as activists or soldiers. 
 
7. Our Malaysian reporter who has been released and is in Jordan tells of wooden sticks and water jets from fire-
hoseswhich were used by the activists. His story is much more credible. But knowing the Israelis, they will continue to 
lie about their criminal acts even if they are seen to be committing them by the whole world. 
 
8. Incidentally, the Rachel Corrie is named after a brave 23 year old American girl who stood in front of a bulldozer 
which was about to destroy a Palestinian house. The Israeli operator of the bulldozer simply ran over her and killed her. 
This is the standard behaviour of Israelis. The much condemned Chinese faced with the same situation, stopped his 
tank. 
 
9. It is no surprise that the Israeli commandos would readily kill unarmed civilians. This is the degree of their arrogance. 
Their sufferings during the holocaust has not made them better humans. They are worse than the Nazis. 
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Appendix  IX: Perdana Global Peace Orginisation Press Release  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Hijacking of Rachel Corrie and Abduction of Passengers and Crew 
  
June 5, Kuala Lumpur –  The Perdana Global Peace Organisation ( PGPO )  demands the release of all passengers 
and crew members aboard the Rachel Corrie that was seized and forcibly towed to Ashdod by the Israel Defence 
Forces ( IDF ) . 
The Malaysian delegation consists of Member of Parliament, Nizar Zakaria, PGPO members Shamsul Akmar, Matthias 
Chang and Ahmad Faizal Azumu as well as two press members, Halim Mohamed and Jufri Judin from TV3. They are 
joined on board by former United Nations Assistant Secretary General, Dennis Halliday, Nobel Prize Laureate, Mairead 
Maguire, Derek and Jenny Graham from the Free Gaza Movement and documentary film maker Fiona Thompson. 
The action by the IDF to seize and tow the Rachel Corrie in international waters from its intended port of Gaza to Ash-
dod is an act of piracy. This is an act of abduction of Malaysian citizens by Israel and PGPO demands for an immediate 
and safe release of all nationalities. 
Israel has no right to abduct anyone from international waters, forcibly repatriate them to Israel and to deport them from 
Israel, an act that clearly goes beyond the norms and standards of international practice.  
We once again call for all Malaysians from all faiths and religions to pray for the safety of the Malaysians abducted as 
well as other members of the flotilla. We hope that the people of Malaysia will come together to demand the safe re-
lease of all the peace activists whose only objective was to deliver much needed aid to the people of Gaza. 
 
Dato ’  Mukhriz Mahathir 
Advisor 
Perdana Global Peace Organisation 
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Appendix  X: IPSC Press Release  
Ireland Palestine Solidarity Campaign 
Press Release 
5 Jun 2010  
Irish ship MV Rachel Corrie Hijacked off Gaza, Passengers Kidnapped / IPSC plans demo to call for Irish Government 
to take action against Israel 

Irish ship MV Rachel Corrie Hijacked off Gaza, Passengers Kidnapped 
 

IPSC plans demo to call for Irish Government to take action against Israel 
 

Ireland Palestine Solidarity Campaign 
 

Press Release, Sat June 5th, 12pm 
Just before 9am this morning, the Israeli military forcibly seized the Irish humanitarian relief ship, the MV Rachel Corrie 
which was bound for Gaza carrying 1,00 tonnes of aid and supplies. For the second time in less then a week, Israeli 
forces stormed and hijacked an unarmed aid ship, kidnapping its passengers and forcing the ship toward Ashdod port 
in Southern Israel. It is not yet known whether any of the Rachel Corrie's passengers sustained injuries during the    
attack, but they are believed to be unharmed.  
 

The boat was the last remaining vessel of the Gaza Freedom Flotilla, a 40-nation effort to break through Israel's illegal 
blockade. The Corrie's 11 passengers, mostly Irish and Malaysian include Nobel Peace Prize laureate Mairead 
Maguire, former UN Assistant Secretary General, Denis Halliday, Member of the Malaysian Parliament Mohd Nizar 
Zakaria. The other Irish on board are Fiona Thompson from Dundalk, and Derek and Jenny Graham from Mayo.  
 

Prior to being kidnapped by Israeli forces, Derek Graham stated that: "Despite what happened on the Mavi Marmara 
earlier this week, we are not afraid". Denis Halliday said: "We are the only Gaza-bound aid ship left out here. We ’ re 
determined to deliver our cargo. ”   
 

The boarding by Israeli forces is in defiance of a direct call from the Irish Government, which had formally requested 
Israel allow the ship to reach Gaza. On 1 June, the Irish parliament also passed an all-party motion condemning Israel's 
use of military force against civilian aid ships, and demanding "an end to the illegal Israeli blockade of Gaza."  
 

Freda Hughes, spokesperson for the Ireland Palestine Solidarity Campaign said: "The significance of this flotilla of aid 
was two-fold; its intended purpose was to deliver much needed supplies to the people of Gaza and to break the       
ongoing illegal blockade of the Gaza Strip. This blockade, which has gone on for over three years amounts to collective   
punishment of 1.5 million people - condemned to face enforced and avoidable poverty, human rights abuses and      
appalling hardships - often just because of where they were born. It is the duty of every right thinking individual of    
conscience to ensure that such inhuman treatment is no longer allowed and ignored by the world." 
 

Ms Hughes continued: "The Rachel Corrie remained committed to this purpose and rightly rejected the Israeli offer to 
reroute to Ashdod. To accept this offer would have been to legitimise the siege of Gaza. The IPSC calls for the         
 

immediate release of all the kidnapees, unharmed, for the immediate lifting of the illegal blockade, and the granting of 
an autonomous sea-port in Gaza that would allow the people of Gaza open and unfettered communication and access 
to the international community."  
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Ms Hughes concluded by urging the Irish government to sanction Israel. "Earlier this week the Irish Parliament passed 
a unanimous motion stating that if the Rachel Corrie was not allow safe passage to Gaza, then the Irish Government 
would take "further diplomatic measures" against Israel. The Ireland Palestine Solidarity Campaign hopes that the Irish 
government is as good as its word on this issue and immediately takes diplomatic action against the rogue state of Is-
rael. The IPSC has organised a demo for today calling for such action to be taken. The demo will start at 2pm at the 
Garden of Remembrance and from there it will march to the Department of Foreign Affairs" Ms Hughes stated...  
 

The 1200-ton cargo ship was purchased through a special fund set up by former Malaysian Prime Minister and Per-
dana Global Peace Organisation ( PGPO )  chairman Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad. Its cargo included hundreds of tons 
of medical equipment and cement, as well as paper from the people of Norway, donated to UN-run schools in Gaza.  
 

Nobel Laureate Mairead Maguire summed up the hopes of this joint Irish-Malaysian effort to overcome Israel ’ s cruel 
blockade by saying: "We are inspired by the people of Gaza whose courage, love and joy in welcoming us, even in the 
midst of such suffering gives us all hope. They represent the very best of humanity, and we are all privileged to be 
given the opportunity to support them in their nonviolent struggle for human dignity, and freedom. This trip will again 
highlight Israel’ s  criminal blockade and illegal occupation. In a demonstration of the power of global citizen action, we 
hope to awaken the conscience of all."  
 

The boat is expected to be in Ashdod within two hours. 
 

IPSC Gaza Demonstration on Saturday at 2pm, Garden of Remembrance 
 

The Ireland Palestine Solidarity Campaign ( IPSC ) , supported by ICTU has called a mass demonstration for 2pm 
today in Dublin at which some of the Freedom Flotilla deportees will speak. The demonstration will assemble at 2pm at 
the Garden of Remembrance where there will be a wreath laying ceremony and from there will march to the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs on St. Stephen's Green.  
 

Passengers aboard the Rachel Corrie include: 
 

Mairead Maguire, Nobel Peace Prize laureate, Ireland  
Denis Halliday, former UN Assistant Secretary General, Ireland 
Derek Graham, Free Gaza Ireland  
Jenny Graham, Free Gaza Ireland 
Fiona Thompson, film-maker, Ireland  
Mohd Jufri Bin Mohd Judin, journalist, Malaysia 
Ahmed Faizal bin Azumu, human rights worker, Malaysia  
Matthias Chang, attorney, author & human rights worker, Malaysia  
Shamsul Akmar Musa Kamal, PGPO representative, Malaysia  
Abdul Halim Bin Mohamed, journalist, Malaysia  
The Hon. Mohd Nizar Zakaria, Parit Member of Parliament, Malaysia 
 
Related Link: http://www.ipsc.ie/flotilla        
 
Video footage from Rachel Corrie ship 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzcmkuIjikE 
 

http://www.ipsc.ie/flotilla�
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Appendix  XI: Sadaka Briefing Paper  “ Israel ’ s Bogus Excuses For Piracy ”  

 
Israel claims it had compelling reasons for hijacking the Free Gaza ships in international waters and kidnapping their 
passengers.  All of them are bogus:- 
 
First, Israeli spokespersons have been saying that there is no humanitarian crisis in Gaza, that Israel is allowing      
sufficient humanitarian aid into Gaza already –  and therefore the Free Gaza ships were not on a humanitarian mission, 
but were "an armada of hate and violence" ( to quote Israel’ s  deputy foreign minister, Danny Ayalon ) .  
 
John Ging, UNWRA director of operations in Gaza, told a very different story about the living conditions of Gazans at a 
news conference in New York on 22 April, painting a grim picture of the impact of the blockade on the lives of the    
people there: 
 

“ I t ’ s  bewilderingly difficult for them on a daily basis. It ’ s a struggle to survive [with] the infrastructure and water 
and sanitation in a state of collapse and all that goes with that. …That leads to the impoverishment of the people, and 
the physical suffering of so many continues on a daily basis, not just physical suffering, but psychological suffering 
because people are at their wits ’  end to understand when all of this will come to an end.”  [2] 

 
Second, Israel said that, had the Free Gaza ships delivered the humanitarian cargo to the Israeli port of Ashdod, then 
Israel would ensure that it was delivered to Gaza after checking it for arms. 
 
This is very doubtful, since Israel puts extraordinary restrictions on what it allows into Gaza from Israel.  See the report 
Failing Gaza: No rebuilding, no recovery, no more excuses [3] by a group of 16 European NGOs, including Trócaire, 
published in December 2009, which says: 
 

 

 

ISRAEL’S BOGUS EXCUSES FOR PIRACY 

BRIEFING No. 9 

“ I f an armed group of Somali pirates had yesterday boarded six vessels on the high seas, killing at least 10           
passengers and injuring many more, a Nato taskforce would today be heading for the Somali coast. What happened 
yesterday in international waters off the coast of Gaza was the work of Israeli commandos, not pirates, and no Nato 
warships will in fact be heading for Israel. Perhaps they should be. ”  ( Guardian Editorial, 1 June 2010 [1] )  

By Dr. David Morrison 

http://www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=654�
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWB.NSF/retrieveattachments?openagent&shortid=SKEA-7YYDWN&file=Full_Report.pdf�
http://www.trocaire.org/�
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2010/jun/01/gaza-blockade-bloodshed-editorial�
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“ C urrently Israel only regularly allows about 35 categories of items entry into Gaza.  In contrast, some 4,000 items 
were imported before the blockade began.  … There is no published list of permitted items and there appears to be 
no consistency in what is, and is not, permitted. For instance, particular fruits allowed in one day as ‘ essentials ’   
 
can easily be branded ‘ luxuries ’  and turned away on another day. ”  ( p 5 )  

 
Third, Israel said that it could not allow the ships into Gaza without searching them first, in order to check that their 
cargo didn ’ t contain arms that might be of use to Hamas. 
 
This begs the question: why did it allow earlier boats to reach Gaza without being searched for arms? 
 
Furthermore, the vast majority of the goods entering Gaza today come from Egypt via the tunnels under the border –  
the World Bank estimates 80%.  None of these goods are checked for arms by the Israeli ( or Egyptian )  authorities.  If 
Israel applied the criteria to these goods that it did to those being transported by the Free Gaza ships it hijacked last 
Monday, then it would have to retake military control of the Egypt-Gaza border and either block goods entering Gaza 
via this border or check them for arms. 
 
There is an alternative: it is that Israel end its blockade and do as it promised in the Agreement on Movement and   
Access [4], which it signed up to in November 2005.  In that, it agreed to allow its crossings with Gaza to “ operate 
continuously ” ,  so that people and goods could move freely between Gaza and Israel. 
 
If it did that, bringing goods in by tunnel would be no longer necessary and the vast bulk of goods entering Gaza would 
come through Israel.   And then there would be no need for Free Gaza flotillas to bring humanitarian aid to Gaza by 
sea. 
 
Israel shuns this eminently sensible course of action, because it is Israeli state policy to apply “ collective punishment”  
to the people of Gaza, since Hamas is in control there. 
 
Israel has made no secret of the fact that the objective of its blockade is to make the lives of the people of Gaza as a 
whole, including political opponents of Hamas, as miserable as possible, in order to put pressure on Hamas and      
undermine support for it.  That is “ collective punishment”  contrary to international law ( to be precise, contrary to 
Article 33 of the 4th Geneva Convention ) , as many people including Foreign Minister, Micheál Martin, have said. 
 
Fourth, Israel justifies the hijacking in general terms as self-defense against the threat posed to by Hamas firing rockets 
and mortars out of Gaza.   
 
Israel had a solution to this problem in the ceasefire agreement it negotiated with Hamas in June 2008.  Under this 
agreement, brokered by Egypt, in exchange for Hamas and other Palestinian groups stopping the firing of rockets and 
mortars out of Gaza, Israel undertook to lift its economic blockade of Gaza and cease military incursions into Gaza.   
 
Hamas honoured its side of the bargain to the letter, firing no rockets or mortars out of Gaza from 19 June to 4 Novem-
ber 2008 and restraining other groups.  So successful was the ceasefire that in October 2008 only 1 rocket and 1      

http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace+Process/Reference+Documents/Agreed+documents+on+movement+and+access+from+and+to+Gaza+15-Nov-2005.htm�
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mortar were fired out of Gaza, compared with 153 rockets and 241 mortars in the first 18 days of June, before the 
ceasefire began. 
 
Despite this overwhelming success, Israel broke the ceasefire on 4 November 2008, by making a military incursion into  
Gaza and killing 7 members of Hamas, when the world was watching the election of Barack Obama.  Operation Cast 
Lead, and the deaths of over 1,400 people, the vast majority Palestinian, was completely unnecessary in order to    
protect Israeli citizens from firing out of Gaza.  All Israel needed to do was to observe the ceasefire.  It chose not to do 
so. 
 
In 2009, rocket and mortar firing continued after Operation Cast Lead at a much higher rate than during the ceasefire. 
 
According to Israel, Hamas is out to destroy it as a state.  It is true that Hamas refuses to recognise Israel as it exists 
today.  But, there is little doubt that, if a state of Israel existed within its 1967 borders, then Hamas would recognise it.  
Hamas has said as much.  For years, Hamas spokesmen have emphasised that they are seeking a long-term truce 
with Israel, the price being Israeli withdrawal from the West Bank and Gaza. 
 
On 31 July 2009, Hamas leader, Khaled Meshaal, told the Wall Street Journal: 
 

“ W e along with other Palestinian factions in consensus agreed upon accepting a Palestinian state on the 1967 lines. 
This is the national program. This is our program. This is a position we stand by and respect. ”  [5] 

 
The Wall Street Journal report continues: 
 

“ K haled Meshaal … said in a 90-minute interview at Hamas's Syrian headquarters that his political party and military 
wing would commit to an immediate reciprocal cease-fire with Israel, as well as a prisoner swap that would return 
Hamas fighters for kidnapped Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit. 
 
“ H e also said his organization would accept and respect a Palestinian state based on 1967 borders as part of a 
broader peace agreement with Israel—provided Israeli negotiators accept the right of return for millions of Palestinian 
refugees and the establishment of a capital for the Palestinian state in East Jerusalem. ”  

 
So, it appears that Hamas ’  negotiating position is not very different from that of the PLO.  Unfortunately, neither the 
US nor the EU, nor Israel, is prepared to negotiate with Hamas. 
 
It is simply unrealistic to suppose that a final settlement can be arrived at in Palestine without the involvement of 
Hamas.  It represents too large a proportion of the Palestinian population.   Starting a Middle East peace process     
without Hamas today is as unrealistic as starting the Northern Ireland peace process in the 1990s without Sinn Féin 
would have been. 
 
Israel must no longer be granted immunity 
 
Israel ’ s hijacking of the Free Gaza ships in international waters and the kidnapping of their passengers has come  

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124899975954495435.html�
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about because for far too long Israel has been given immunity by the international community for a host for earlier 
crimes, including: 
 

• the killing of over 1,400 Palestinians, over 400 of them women and children in its military assault on Gaza in 
December 2008/January 2009; 

• its extrajudicial killing of Hamas member, Mahmoud al-Mabhouh, in Dubai earlier this year, using forged Euro-
pean – including Irish – passports; 

• its 3-year blockade on Gaza, which has made the living conditions of the 1.5 million Palestinians there 
“ i nhumane and utterly unacceptable ”  ( to use the words of Micheál Martin after his recent visit ) .  

The Free Gaza flotilla set out to draw world attention to the cruel Israeli siege which was responsible for this and to  
 
bring humanitarian relief to the people of Gaza.  This should not have been necessary.  The international community 
should have acted, a long, long time ago, to force Israel to end the collective punishment of the people of Gaza. 
 
Last December, the EU Council conclusions on Gaza said: 
 

“ T he continued policy of closure is unacceptable and politically counterproductive. It has devastated the private   
sector economy and damaged the natural environment, notably water and other natural resources. The EU again      
reiterates its calls for an immediate, sustained and unconditional opening of crossings for the flow of humanitarian 
aid, commercial goods and persons to and from Gaza. ”  [6] 

 
But the EU didn ’ t act.  In fact, it has since rewarded Israel by unanimously supporting its accession to the OECD, in 
blatant disregard of the human rights requirements for OECD membership.  But it must act now. 
 

References: 
 

[1]  www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2010/jun/01/gaza-blockade-bloodshed-editorial 
 
[2]  www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=654 
 
[3]  www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWB.NSF/retrieveattachments?openagent&shortid=SKEA-7YYDWN&file=Full_ Report.pdf 
 
[4]  www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace+Process/Reference+Documents/Agreed+documents+on+movement+and+access+ 
from+and+to+Gaza+15-Nov-2005.htm 
 
[5]  online.wsj.com/article/SB124899975954495435.html 
 
[6] unispal.un.org/unispal.nsf/9a798adbf322aff38525617b006d88d7/ec5fa6e2821e510d85257686005072e0 
 
www.sadaka.ie                                                                                                                                              1 June 2010 

http://unispal.un.org/unispal.nsf/9a798adbf322aff38525617b006d88d7/ec5fa6e2821e510d85257686005072e0�
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2010/jun/01/gaza-blockade-bloodshed-editorial�
http://www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=654�
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http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace+Process/Reference+Documents/Agreed+documents+on+movement+and+access+from+and+to+Gaza+15-Nov-2005.htm�
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124899975954495435.html�
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Appendix XII: Letter Printed In The Irish Times Newspaper  
 

Saturday, June 5, 2010  
 

Madam, –  Israel’ s  action in the early hours of Monday morning has demonstrated, once again, that it acts with impunity. 
 

Its hijacking of boats carrying much-needed humanitarian aid to Gaza in international waters and the killing of at least nine civilians 
and injuring of many others is reprehensible. These civilians were on a humanitarian mission bringing medical, building and school 
supplies to the population of Gaza which has been under a devastating siege for over three years. 
 

This action has come about because, for far too long, Israel has been given immunity by the international community for a host for 
earlier crimes, including the killing of over 1,400 Palestinians, over 400 of them women and children in its military assault on Gaza 
in December 2008-January 2009 and the three-year blockade on Gaza, which constitutes collective punishment contrary to Article 
33 of the 4th Geneva Convention. 
 

The blockade has made the living conditions of the 1.5 million Palestinians there “ inhumane and utterly unacceptable”  ( to use 
the words of the Minister for Foreign Affairs Micheál Martin after his recent visit ) .  
The crimes continue: on June 1st, Israel continued its onslaught on the Palestinian people –  killing three people in an air strike on 
the northern Gaza Strip near the town of Beit Lahiya while the attention of the world was focused on the international prisoners. 
 

The time has long since passed for the international community to stand up and declare that it will not tolerate Israel as an ac-
cepted partner in the diplomatic community. 
 

Let this renewed international attention on the acts of the Israeli state focus our minds on the central issues –  the continuing block-
ade of Gaza and the occupation of all Palestinian territory. 
 

We call on the Israeli government to immediately end the siege on Gaza. Towards this end and in response to current events, we 
further call on the Irish Government to: 1. Ensure the MV Rachel Corrie and its crew has a safe, unhindered passage as it pro-
ceeds on its journey to challenge the illegal Israeli blockade of Gaza, 2. Take a lead in demanding that the EU suspend its Associa-
tion Agreement with Israel, which affords it preferential trading rights with the EU. The time for words is over.  
 

The time for action is now. –  Yours, etc, 
 

MARIE CRAWLEY, Sadaka –Ireland Palestine Alliance; 
JACK O ’ CONNOR, Irish Congress of Trade Unions; 
MICK LANIGAN, Irish MedicalAid for Palestinians; 
Msgr MANUEL MUSSLAM, Roman Catholic Parish Priest of Holy Family Parish Gaza ( retired ) ;  
Rev Dr STEPHEN SIZER, Church of England vicar; 
FELICITY MCCARTNEY, Society of Friends; 
JOE FENWICK, Society of Friends; 
RICHARD KIMBALL, Galway Interfaith Alliance; 
Rev Canon GARY HASTINGS, Church of Ireland rector; 
Rev Dr MARK GRAY, Presbyterian minister, Banbridge; 
ROB FAIRMICHAEL, Irish Council of Churches; 
Rev Dr JOHN PARKIN, Methodist Minister, Wexford; 
Rev GARTH HEWITT, Honorary Canon, St George ’ s Cathedral, Jerusalem, 
 

C/o The Ireland Palestine 
Alliance, Fitzwilliam Place, 
Dublin 2. 

http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/letters/2010/0605/1224271898887.html 

http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/letters/2010/0605/1224271898887.html�
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